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   The Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) is an active participant in numerous initiatives for 
the betterment of individuals both locally and globally. 

   The purpose of this report is to summarize the many activities undertaken by the Ro-
tary Club of Windsor (1918).  This communication tool will provide club members, pro-
spective members and the community at large with insight into the diversification, in-
volvement and support provided by a committed group of volunteer community leaders.   

   The Rotary Club of Windsor (1918), directly and through its affiliation with Rotary Inter-
national and 1.2 million Rotarians globally, can and does make a difference in the daily 
lives of individuals here in Essex County and around the world.  

   Through application of Rotaryôs ñFour Way Testò and embracing Rotaryôs motto of 
ñService Above Selfò, Rotarians and the Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) touch the lives of 
many. 

   Please enjoy this report and see how, through your involvement, this club has im-
pacted our community and the world in a very positive way.    

Presidentõs RemarksPresidentõs Remarks  

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Romeo Girardi  

President  

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009  
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What is Rotary?What is Rotary?  

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

   Rotary is an organization of business and professional leaders united worldwide 
who provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all          
vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world. 
 
   Rotary International is an association of individual clubs, with each club            
operating  autonomously. 

   The Object of Rotary is to encourage and to foster the ideal of service as a basis 
of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster: 

FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service 

SECOND: High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of 
worthiness of all useful occupations and the dignifying of each Rotarianôs           
occupation as an opportunity to serve society 

THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarianôs personal,       
business and community life. 

FOURTH: The advancement of international understanding, goodwill and peace 
through a world of fellowship of business and professional persons united in the 
ideal of service. 

 

   Rotarians around the globe strive to abide by the Four Way Test:  

   Of the things we think, we say and we do: 

   1. Is it the Truth ? 

   2. Is it Fair to all concerned? 

   3. Will it build Goodwill  and Better Friendships ? 

   4. Will it be Beneficial  to all concerned? 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Committee StructureCommittee Structure   

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

   Committees function under the direction of the Board of Directors in Five Pillars of 
Service.  These Pillars of Service, their main function and the corresponding com-
mittees are listed below: 
 

Club Administration Division : To ensure effective functioning of the club 
Executive Committee 
Awards Committee 
Finance Committee 
Special Funding and Projects & Planning Committee 
Program Committee 
Regular Office Volunteers 

 

Membership Division: To promote membership, fellowship and support 
Family Matters 
Fellowship & Entertainment 
Fireside Chats Program 
Membership Committee 
Visiting Committee 

 

Public Relations Division: To ensure the continuation of Rotary through          

community support and membership commitment 

Four Way Test Program 
History Committee 
Publicity & Public Relations Committee 
Website Committee 

 

Service Projects Division: To promote ñService above Selfò 
Adult Assistance Committee 
Art in the Park Committee 
Childrenôs Assistance Committee 
Childrenôs Fest Committee 
Environmental Committee 
Fundraising Committee 
Youth Services 

 

The Rotary Foundation Division: Service in conjunction with District 6400 and  
Rotary International 

Group Study Exchange 
Student Exchange 
R.I. Foundation Fund 
World Community Service  

 
The Rotary Club of Windsor Foundation Fund: A separate entity of which all 

members of the Club are members. 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Club StructureClub Structure   

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

2008/2009 Executive  

 President ï Romeo J. Girardi 

 President Elect ï William (Bill) MacArthur 

 President Nominee, Vice President ï Richard (Rick) Caron 

 Past President ï Shari Cunningham 

 Secretary ï David Eady 

 Treasurer ï Jason Ilijanic 

 Sergeant at Arms ï Walter Willms 

           Office AdministratorðBrenda Cohen 

 

Director Chairs of Divisions : 

Club Administration -  Rick Caron 

Membership ï Om Chandna 

Public Relations ï Zora Sanson 

Service Projects ï Nick Bibic 

The Rotary Foundation ï Gordon Drake  

 

Director Secretaries of Divisions : 

 Club Administration  - Ron Arkell 

 Membership ï Mike Wills 

 Public Relations ï Don Marsh 

 Service Projects ï Gary Katz 

 The Rotary Foundation ï Kay Curtis 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Club Administration Division  

Awards CommitteeAwards Committee  

  

Chair: Chair: Rick Caron  

  

   The responsibility for completing award application falls to the President       
Nominee.  Applications were submitted to Basic Needs Citation, COG Awards, DG 
Citations, Dick Hedke Award, Frank Devlyn Award, Hugh Archer Award, and a 
Presidential Citation.  In addition to the above Rotary Awards applications were 
submitted for the Ontario Volunteer Service Award and a PricewaterhouseCoopers 
award.  We had the following successes: 

Janet Kelly became the first member of our club to win a coveted COG Award 
for service to Super District 6400.  This award was earned through her exem-
plary service on Student Exchange and Group Study Exchange. 

Marcela Diaz won the PricewaterhouseCoopers award and it provided for the 
membership fees for her to attend the Leadership Windsor-Essex Program. 

Walter Willms, Norm Wheeler, Phil Cohen, Hasu Naik, Don Snyder, Shari    
Cunningham, and Alex Kais  (Rotaract President) all received recognition with 
an Ontario Volunteer Service Award. 

At the District Conference, in addition to Janetôs COG Award, our club was     
recognized for its applications to the major awards and won the award for the 
greatest membership increase.  Later in the Rotary year, we also received a 
Presidential Citation for our efforts in support of goals of Rotary International. 

 

 

Janet Kelly proudly displays her COG award with Rick 

Caron and President Romeo  

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Club Administration Division  

Finance CommitteeFinance Committee  

Chair: Chair: Jason Ilijanic  

   The transition from fiscal 2008 to fiscal 2009 was one that included both many 
challenges and accomplishments.  Foremost, I would like to thank the finance com-
mittee members for their dedication, positive contributions and their patience while I 
personally transitioned on to the committee.  A special thank you to President Ro-
meo for his continued support and hands on involvement as well.   

   On a broader level, the clubôs challenges were and continue to be pressing with 
respect to fundraising.  As everyone knows, the local economic conditions have 
added to personal hardships, which in turn impact our net fundraising results.  That 
being said, the clubôs Board along with you, our dedicated and passionate mem-
bers, took to the challenge and showed tremendous effort to re-invent our approach 
and maintain vigor across the board for all our revenue generating activities.   

   Furthermore, the clubôs Board and membership continues to working diligently to 
create new and exciting revenue generating ideas that will further support our 
cause.   

   On a smaller scale, I am pleased to report that we made great strides in meeting 
various financial reporting objectives such as establishing an agency agreement 
framework, streamlining and simplifying our financial reporting from both an internal 
and external perspective.  Additionally, we have taken steps to ensure that our 
costs are kept in line with revenues as we move forward.   

   In closing, I am confident that the club will continue to rise to the challenge and 
move forward towards meeting our goals in the Rotarian way! 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  

Special Funding & Projects & Planning CommitteeSpecial Funding & Projects & Planning Committee   

Chair: Chair: Bill MacArthur  

This committee is an ad hoc committee that meets to review opportunities that pre-
sent themselves to the club.  In 2008-9 the committee reviewed: 

The Halloween Party and decided to recommend that it become an annual 
event 
A proposed Lumberjack fundraiser.  Because of the estimated $20,000 cash 
outlay, it was decided not to pursue this fundraiser at the present time 
A Night at the Fireworks.  A committee was formed and this inaugural event 
was launched. 
Ribfest.  Many Rotary clubs hold these ribfests and it is thought that a ribfest 
would work well in Windsor.  However, there was insufficient time to launch 
the event for 2009.   
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Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Club Administration Division  

Program CommitteeProgram Committee  

  

Chair:  Chair:  Charlie Clark  

  

   Your Committee met four times during the year to consider a number of programs 
and speakers; from politicians, Jeff Watson M.P., to academic, Alan Wildemann, 
new President of the University of Windsor, to national figures, Senator Michael 
Kirby, Chair of the Mental Health Commission of Canada. 
 
   Very special meetings were held for Remembrance Day and Cpl. Andrew 
Grenon, the annual Salvation Army luncheon, and with Joe Siddal on baseball. 
 
   We learned about new technologies with Klaus Dohring and Joe Passa, and city 
gardening with Romiôs friend Linda Azzopardi.  New community initiatives with Mike 
Dinchik on the One Hundred (100) Mile Peninsula and the Airport (Your Quick Get-
away Inc.) with Federica Nazzani. 
 
   Thanks to the Committee and the many club members who recommended such a 
fine list of speakers and programs. 

Remembrance Day program featured  guest 

speaker Lieutenant-Colonel Morris W. Brause (left) 

shown with Honourary member , Sandra Pupatello, 

Provincial Minister of Trade and Investment 

Pt. Andrew Grenon, the 108th Canadian soldier to 

die while serving in Afghanistan, was presented 

with a Paul Harris Fellow. 

His stepfather, Mike Charbonneau, his father Paul 

Grenon, and his mother Theresa Charbonneau, 

were presented the award by President Romeo. 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Family MattersFamily Matters   

Chair:  Jim Adkin 

 

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Membership Division 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  

   FAMILY MATTERS is a program designed to simply tighten the bond that 
should exist between Club members.  A large part of being a Rotarian is about  
caring for others, and yet we sometimes forget about the very people we  
should care about most, our own Club members.  

   In a greater effort to track our members, the Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) has 
been divided into seventeen groups, each with a group leader and about six or 
eight members. The idea is for each group leader to informally assess the atten-
dance of his or her group members. Should a member be missing for an unusual 
period of time, that leader is charged with the responsibility of checking to see 
that all is well with that person and to see if any assistance can be rendered in  
the case of illness etc.  

   In addition to that responsibility, the group leader is from time to time called 
upon to have his or her members greet at each of the two doors for Monday 
meetings as well as provide a registrar for each meeting. 

   A recent story revealed that the program is working. One of our more active  
and long serving members recently fell ill.  Most members thought they knew  
what difficulties this person was experiencing and assumed that he was too  
ill to want to or even be able to experience Monday meetings.  A phone call  
was placed from one of the team members and it was learned that not only was  
the long serving member well enough to attend the next Monday meeting, he  
was most interested in doing so, and thrilled to be asked. He was no longer  
able to drive but was grateful for a ride and was delighted to be in attendance at 
the meeting. 

   I believe FAMILY MATTERS is a most important aspect for our Club and I am  
committed to improving it and using it in different ways to enhance better  
relationships between all members of the Rotary Club of Windsor (1918).  
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Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Membership Division 

Fellowship & EntertainmentFellowship & Entertainment   

Chair:  Bill MacArthur 

   Every month Rotarians are assigned jobs at meetings by rotation (seems appro-
priate) as registrar, greeter, and raffle assistant.  This is done to promote fellow-
ship. In addition, there have been a number of special Fellowship/Fundraiser 
events including: 

The Halloween Party was organized by Kay Curtis and will be an annual 
club event 

The Kenya Tea Party hosted by Kay Curtis in April 2009  

A Night at the Fireworks was held at the Bistro in June 2009 

President's Night for Shari Cunningham in September 2008  

Rotary Night at the Theatre was held on three (3) occasions during the  
Rotary Year 

Fellowship at Past President Shari and Daveôs home for attendees of the 
first Rotary Night at the Theatre  

The annual Christmas Party  

The St. Patrick's Day Indoor Golf Tournament (winner of the best new   
Fellowship event at Discon 2008) in 2009 

Dianne & Jim Moore's Ping Pong Challenge ï many times in 2008 and 
2009  

2008 / 09 Year in Review  

Rotarians Bill Wilkinson (left) and Ron Arkell (right) 

 provide musical accompaniment 
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Fireside Chats ProgramFireside Chats Program  

Chair: Rick Caron 

   In 2008-2009 the Board allocated responsibility for conducting the ñFireside Chatò, 
an introduction to the World of Rotary for new members, to the President Nominee.  
Rick Caron attended a training session during which Don Snyder presented the ñChatò 
to three members and passed over the records.   

Rick took the opportunity to change the format from a paper to power point and he 
thanks PDG Bob Gallagher for sharing the Windsor-Roseland presentation which he 
used as a starting point.  He presented the ñChatò to six new members over four days.  
Walter Willms was kind enough to attend all chats, giving advice, opening the meeting 
room at Childrenôs Safety Village, and proving coffee and donuts.  Rick also created 
an electronic record of attendance at the Fireside Chats and shared it with the office 
(Brenda). 

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Membership Division 

Membership CommitteeMembership Committee  

Chair: Carl Cohen 

   Our 2008/2009 year saw us at 130 members. The Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) 
was honoured by the Governor with an award for the greatest membership growth 
in District 6400. We were saddened by the loss of a number of our older members 
including Art Leadley, Bev Lounsbury, John Maus, Hy Muroff, and Bill Noble many 
of whom were included in the remembrance ceremony held on the Sunday of the 
District Conference on Mackinaw Island. 

Membership Chair, Carl Cohen, presents a 100% attendance sticker to  Evelyn Slobasky,   

Evelyn was the Clubôs first female member, joining in 1989. 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Visiting CommitteeVisiting Committee   

Chair:  Connie Martin 

  

   Carol Foley graciously chaired and nurtured the work of this Committee for a portion of 
the year.   
   In line with our mandate, on the occasion of the death of any Club member or immedi-
ate family member, (where the Club is made aware)  an expression of sympathy is sent. 
As well, arrangements are made for fellow Rotarians to be present as a demonstration of 
respect and affection during Funeral Home Visitation and service. 
   Cards of encouragement or celebration have been sent to Rotarians and/or family 
members on behalf of all 1918 members, when events of significance occur. 

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Membership Division 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Four Way Test ProgramFour Way Test Program  

Chair:  Chair:  Don Marsh  

   The Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) has for a number of years led the District in      
supporting and sponsoring the student essay writing contest in India under the mentor-
ship of our own Om Chandna.   
   This year a new committee was struck to explore ways of bringing the 4 Way Test to 
our own club and community. In a joint effort with the Youth Services Committee, the 4 
Way Test Committee sponsored the Elijah Project which consisted of a contest for local 
school students to compete for an award winning essay based on ñElijah of Buxtonò  
written by Christopher Paul Curtis with the encouragement and support of our own Kay   
Curtis. 
   In a wonderful full luncheon program the 4 essay contest winners were given the op-
portunity to read from their winning essays with 2 of the winners focusing on Elijahôs 
journey being a 4 Way Test. 
   The Club not only put a worthwhile light on the immense skills of our youth but re-
minded members and the public at large why Rotarians put such emphasis on the 4 Way 
Test in all we say and do. 

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Public Relations Division 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Publicity and Public RelationsPublicity and Public Relations   

Chair:  Chair:  Karen Mingay  

   In January 2009, a new PR Committee was formed with the objective to enhance the 
reputation of the club by maximizing awareness of the clubôs goals, activities and accom-
plishments to both an external audience (general public) and the internal audience of 
Rotary at the local, district and global levels. 
   We were very fortunate to have a number of committee members who had significant 
experience in Public Relations. 
   The major internal communication vehicles have been identified as: 

The Wheel 
District Digest 
The Year in Review 
The Rotarian 

   The major external communication vehicles have been identified as: 
Local media 
The Year in Review 

 
   In order to establish a benchmark, the committee has set an annual  goal to obtain a 
minimum of 12 local media reports covering weekly speakers as well as special events. 
 
   The PR Committee will coordinate this production of the Clubôs annual ñYear in Re-
viewò and establish the template for future editions.  They will also act as a resource to 
other Club Committees to enable them to distribute press releases in a timely manner.  

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Public Relations Division 

High profile speakers such as The Rt. Honourable 

Herb Gray, attract a lot of media attention. 

Windsor Star coverage builds awareness  

2008 / 09 Year in Review  



16 

Website CommitteeWebsite Committee  

  

Chair:  Chair:  Gary Champ  

   Our Web Site is now over a decade old and has shifted its focus as per our Rotary 
(1918) Club interests. Our Web Site Committee members are loyal group, most of 
whom have been with us for many years.  Our Club mandate and the internet it-
self  are  in a constant state of evolution. We try to reflect the changes by rewriting our 
pages and amending our presentation format.  

   Our Committee recognizes that our Web Site has now become an important tool for 
publicizing our Club activities and informing current and potential members, as well as 
those people who we service. Our Site shows hits from people around the world -  
tracking tools at the bottom of some pages reflect who our audience is and what        
interests them on our site. I field many Email questions during the year from people who 
have found our pages during searches. Our club is well represented on the internet 
which can be demonstrated by a simple search using any of the popular tools. As Web 
master, my personal difficulty has become finding time to answer all the Emails in my 
box each day but that is a common problem with most Web Masters these days. 

   Our opening page on our Site receives an average of about 20 visitors each day. We 
have about 50 other pages that receive various hit loads each day depending on the 
time of year and the services they supply. 

   Our hits from foreign sources have increased during the past few years because of 
our attention to overseas projects and because our weekly picture gallery is used by the 
parents of our exchange students to follow the activities of their children. 

   It should be mentioned that our weekly Wheel appears on our Web Site and the     
Office has cut costs by eliminating most of the mailing expenses attending the printing 
and distribution of hard copy. 

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Public Relations Division 

Visit www.rotary1918.com 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Adult AssistanceAdult Assistance  

Chair:  Chair:  Bob Fields  

   This committee functions on the basis of the requests we receive from day to day and 
we cannot predict what type of assistance may be needed. Most of the requests come 
to us through agencies who deal directly with the end user. However, some of the appli-
cants are aware of Rotary and approach us directly.  
   Due to the limitation of funds we do try to seek partners with many of the requests we 
receive. Also, we have tended to limit our maximum participation per request and have 
concentrated our participation to programs involving MOBILITY devices.  
   Our annual budget for the past few years has been in the area of $18,000. The com-
mittee meets approximately eight to ten times a year during which two to four applica-
tions will be considered at each meeting. In 2008-09, there were 20 adults assisted for 
an average of $623.10.  
   In most cases if an assistive device of some form is requested, we will insist that an 
appropriate assessment is performed by a qualified Occupational Therapist.  
   As indicated previously, our available funds are limited and most Agencies and other 
service organizations face the same fate. In light of the current circumstances, we are 
co-funding more and more projects. This cooperative effort has allowed us to participate 
in programs, which regularly exceed $ 100,000 yearly.  

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Service Projects Division 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Service Projects Division 

                                Art in the ParkArt in the Park   

  

Chair:  Chair:  Shari Cunningham 

   What an exciting year the Art in the Park (AIP) committee had this year!  We started 
our planning for the 2009 event in early fall 2008.  We appreciated that with declining 
revenues that we need to reinvent AIP as our attendance was falling over the previous 
5 years.    We realized that we were missing a younger crowd at AIP ï  the 30 and 40 
year olds. 

   We took the initiative to have a Spirit Tent and take our program Into the Night.  We 
looked at alternatives on how to make this happen.   First we contacted the Federation 
of Musicians to ask their assistance in identifying bands that would bring in a younger 
crowd and contracted with them to hire the bands.  We then brought 3 wineries and 3 
upscale food eateries into the mix and this became our Spirit Tent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Vendors began telling us in early 2009 that they were not going to return in June.  
Their reasoning was twofold.  Some of them did not make a lot of money last year and 
in addition the newspapers had done a wonderful job of broadcasting the economic 
woes of our city.   Phil Cohen had his job cut out for him to attract new vendors to our 
city.   We ended up with 198 vendors this year, down from 216 in 2008.   We had 46 
new vendors this year, 23% of the total. 

   Sponsorships began to dry up with the economic decline.  Last year we had 
$7,000.00; this year we had $1,085.00. 

   Then the cityôs inside and outside workers went on strike!  No grass cutting was be-
ing done.  Art in the Park is the first festival in the city ï the harbinger of summer!  The 
media were thirsting for stories about the impact of the strike on AIP and our many en-
deavours.  We could not cut the grass at Willistead Manor as that would be entering 
into the labour dispute between the City and the Union.  When interviewed on the CBC 
morning show I stated that we were going to have to rename ourselves Art in the 
Meadow!   The potential for long grass along with predictions of bad weather pushed 
us into full scale contingency planning to move the event if necessary. 

   Thank goodness the neighbours came riding to our rescue!  Two weeks before AIP 
about 50 people came out and cut the 10 acres at the park. 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Service Projects Division 

Art in the Park Art in the Park (contõd)(contõd) 

   Then Peter Hrastovec, local lawyer and club member, stepped forward and offered to 
negotiate with the union to ensure that the people of Windsor/Essex could enjoy our 
event without being impeded by the union.  The Thursday before AIP we were able to 
produce a news release detailing the resulting agreement with the unions.   This set a 
precedent for other events in the city. 

   AIP arrived on June 6
th
  & 7

th
 to sunny weather and amazing crowds!  Attendance for 

the event went up from 15,000 in 2008 to 20,000 paying attendees!  Twelve thousand 
came on Saturday with 45% of them coming into the park after 2:45 pm.  People were 
coming to shop, eat, drink and stay for an evening of music. 

   The vendors told us that Saturday was either their best-ever single sales day or one 
of their best sales days.  They were ecstatic!  We were able to generate a news re-
lease touting the success of the weekend for our vendors and the public. 

   Our financial statements are not yet complete, but we can see that we did not make 
more money this year.  Indications to date are that profits were a little below last yearôs.  
However, the committee believes we have turned a corner with refreshing this event. 

   Thank you to all the committee members who worked so hard to ensure a successful 
event. 

20,000 visitors 

over the weekend! 

Advance tickets 

Chair Shari Cunningham brings  

the club up to date on Art in the Park 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Service Projects Division 

Childrenõs Assistance CommitteeChildrenõs Assistance Committee  

Chair : Sheila Gordon 

 

   The Children Assistance Committee of Windsor 1918 met over the course of the 
fiscal year 7 times.  The Committee primarily met to review requests from families 
with children who are in need of assistance with the cost of devices or products that 
improve their physical, medical and health care needs thereby enhancing their 
quality of life in a meaningful way. The childôs need is our focus regardless of the 
familyôs ability to support their child in need. 

   Forty requests from families in Windsor and Essex County communities were ap-
proved which is a 100% increase over last yearôs applications.. The request fund-
ing  ranged from $29 to $1,500. The total assistance for the year was $22,401.17 
which was significantly higher than funded in the 2007/2008 fiscal year when the 
Committee had approved payments up to a total of $12,367. Our Committee was 
so passionately reviewing and approving requests that we unintentionally exceeded 
our budget of $20,000. 

   The Rotary funds distributed by the Children Assistance Committee are for the 
most part leveraged with funding provided through other sources and agencies. 
Our portion is typically the last resort for these families with youngsters in need of 
special assistive devices, products or services. To read the applications from these 
families in need and to see what struggles they face together is to get a glimpse of 
a world that seriously needs whatever we can give. The need is great. 

2008 / 09 Year in Review  
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Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Service Projects Division 

Childrenõs Fest CommitteeChildrenõs Fest Committee  

Chair: Maureen Lucas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Members  

The Childrenôs Fest Committee is growing!  We currently have 12 people participat-

ing on this committee and the energy is growing.  Although we do not have a suc-

cession plan in place, I hope that with the success of this yearôs event, someone will 

step up to take on the role of Chair. 

Innovation  

Like all fundraisers, we have had to take a look at the event and how it can grow ï 

not only in size and reputation but in profitability as that will impact on our clubôs abil-

ity to fund some wonderful projects.   

A step in the right direction ï FENCE SIGNS.  Last year we sold 14 which put $3500 

more in our pocket and also contributed $3500 to the Childrenôs Safety Village.   

Profitability  

If the goals of this committee are met this year we will increase the bottom line on 

the event from net $5000 to a net of $15K.   

Childrenôs fest Chair, Maureen Lucas, 

presents a portion of the proceeds to the 

Childrenôs Safety Village 
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BINGO 

In 2008-9 the Club had 17 Bingo dates with 40 two-hour sessions.  The net 
revenue was nearly $18,000.  The Bingo revenue supports the work of the Clubôs 
Adult Assistance and Youth Services Committees as well as support for community 
projects and services. 

The DREAM TEAM members ï Nick Bibic, Gazmend Dervishaj, Gord Faas, 
Sheila Gordon, Ian Henderson, Don Spafford, Bogi Vukojev, Ken Wheeldon, Walter 
Willms and Ed Zusko - worked a grand total of 56 dates; 30 other Club members 
(including 2 newer members) worked a total of 35 dates.  All but 11 members who 
in the 2007 Spring survey stated that they would help ñoccasionallyò fulfilled their 
good intentions in 2008-9.  Hopefully, these eleven and other newer members will 
step forward to join other volunteers early in 2009-10.  This will provide some relief 
for the conscientious DREAM TEAM. 

 To ensure continuity and consistency in duties and responsibilities at each 
Bingo date does require volunteers to work lengthy shifts.  The lengthy shifts lessen 
the demand for volunteers to work more frequently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY 50/50 RAFFLES  

 Thanks to the diligence of Allan Kidd, Jr., nearly $3000 was raised for the 
Club in 2008-9.  In accordance with the lottery licensing regulations, these funds 
are used to augment the Bingo revenue for the stated purposes.  Several weekly 
winners graciously donated their winnings to the Rotary Club of Windsor Founda-
tion Fund. 

    

2008 / 09 Year in Review  



23 

Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)  

Service Projects Division 

Fundraising Committee Fundraising Committee (contõd)(contõd)  

 

IN-HOUSE CAMPAIGN 

 In 2008-9 the Rotary Club of Windsor Foundation Fund was grateful for In-
House donations.  As of June 2009, 30 members were making monthly donations 
via PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance). 

11 members were contributing $215 monthly for Childrenôs Safety Village 

21 members were contributing $410 monthly for Rotary International (Paul Harris 
Fellows) 

26 members were contributing $939 monthly to support the Clubôs commitments 
for the capital projects at John McGivney Childrenôs Centre and Maryvale. 

Annualized, these $1,564 monthly PARôs total $18,768 of which $11,268 is        
designated for JMCC and Maryvale. 

 In addition to the PAR donations, 31 members made direct donations in    
excess of $8,000 for the projects at JMCC and Maryvale in 2008-9. 

 Appreciation is due to Lex McCrindle, Treasurer of the Rotary Club of Win-
dsor Foundation Fund for keeping meticulous records and issuing receipts for In-
come Tax purposes for the participants in the In-House Campaign. 

In mid-June, Jim Adkin graciously accepted responsibilities to be the Cham-
pion for the ongoing In-House Campaign.  Letôs give him our full support in 2009-
10! 
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   The Youth Services Committee (YS) was established to serve the needs of young 
people in our community in the hopes that helping students become part of Rotary-
based programming will assist in creating good citizens and developing leaders 
who believe in and practice the 4-way test. 

   The Youth Services Committee has a number of ongoing projects, which include: 

Rotaract Club  

   This year we were pleased to be the sponsors of a newly re-established and 
re-invigorated Rotaract Club of 1918 at the University of Windsor. 
In their first year, Alex Kais, President, Cynthia Kais, Vice-President and Anna 
Maev (daughter of Roman) lead the Club. Their first fundraiser was ñFashion 
Fights Polioò, a highly successful event raising over $5,000. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interact Club  

 

   Our original Interact Club was established at Assumption High School, though  
recent discussion has focused on establishing one community-based Interact Club, 
where students from any high school can join and be a part of Interact. Kay Curtis 
is working diligently to pull this all together and we are hoping that within the next 
year we will see this idea realized. 

The new Rotaract Club of Windsor (1918) 
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