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Presidentds Remar ks

Romeo Girardi
President
Rotary Club of Windsor (1918)
July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009

The Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) is an active participant in numerous initiatives for
the betterment of individuals both locally and globally.

The purpose of this report is to summarize the many activities undertaken by the Ro-
tary Club of Windsor (1918). This communication tool will provide club members, pro-
spective members and the community at large with insight into the diversification, in-
volvement and support provided by a committed group of volunteer community leaders.

The Rotary Club of Windsor (1918), directly and through its affiliation with Rotary Inter-
national and 1.2 million Rotarians globally, can and does make a difference in the daily
lives of individuals here in Essex County and around the world.

Through application of Rotaryés AFour W
and t

fnService Above Self o, Rotari ans
many.

he

Please enjoy this report and see how, through your involvement, this club has im-
pacted our community and the world in a very positive way.

%

Make Dreams Héél
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What is Rotary?

Rotary is an organization of business and professional leaders united worldwide
who provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all
vocations, and help build goodwill and peace in the world.

Rotary International is an association of individual clubs, with each club
operating autonomously.

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and to foster the ideal of service as a basis
of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service
SECOND: High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of
worthiness of all/l usef ul occupations and the

occupation as an opportunity to serve society

THIRD: The application of the ideal of ser.ce i
business and community life.

FOURTH: The advancement of international understanding, goodwill and peace

through a world of fellowship of business and professional persons united in the .
ideal of service.

Rotarians around the globe strive to abide by the Four Way Test:
Of the things we think, we say and we do:

1. Is it the Truth ?

2. Is it Fair to all concerned?

3. Will it build Goodwill and Better Friendships ?

4. Will it be Beneficial to all concerned?
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Committee Structure

Committees function under the direction of the Board of Directors in Five Pillars of
Service. These Pillars of Service, their main function and the corresponding com-
mittees are listed below:

Club Administration Division : To ensure effective functioning of the club
« Executive Committee
e Awards Committee
e Finance Committee
o Special Funding and Projects & Planning Committee
e Program Committee
o Regular Office Volunteers

Membership Division: To promote membership, fellowship and support
« Family Matters
o Fellowship & Entertainment
o Fireside Chats Program
o Membership Committee
e Visiting Committee

Public Relations Division:  To ensure the continuation of Rotary through
community support and membership commitment

o Four Way Test Program

o History Committee

e Publicity & Public Relations Committee
o Website Committee

Service Projects Division: To promote fAiService above
e Adult Assistance Committee
e Artin the Park Committee
e Childrendéds Assistance Committee
e Childrenbés Fest Committee
e Environmental Committee
e Fundraising Committee
e Youth Services

The Rotary Foundation Division:  Service in conjunction with District 6400 and
Rotary International

o Group Study Exchange

« Student Exchange

e R.l. Foundation Fund

e World Community Service

The Rotary Club of Windsor Foundation Fund: A separate entity of which all
members of the Club are members.
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Club Structure

2008/2009 Executive
President i Romeo J. Girardi
President Elect i William (Bill) MacArthur
President Nominee, Vice President i Richard (Rick) Caron
Past President i Shari Cunningham
Secretary 1 David Eady
Treasurer 1 Jason llijanic
Sergeant at Arms i Walter Willms
Office Administratord Brenda Cohen

Director Chairs of Divisions
Club Administration - Rick Caron
Membership i Om Chandna
Public Relations i Zora Sanson

Service Projects i Nick Bibic
The Rotary Foundation i Gordon Drake

Director Secretaries of Divisions
Club Administration - Ron Arkell
Membership i Mike Wills
Public Relations i Don Marsh
Service Projects i Gary Katz
The Rotary Foundation i Kay Curtis
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Club Administration Division

Awards Committee

Chair: Rick Caron

The responsibility for completing award application falls to the President
Nominee. Applications were submitted to Basic Needs Citation, COG Awards, DG
Citations, Dick Hedke Award, Frank Devlyn Award, Hugh Archer Award, and a
Presidential Citation. In addition to the above Rotary Awards applications were
submitted for the Ontario Volunteer Service Award and a PricewaterhouseCoopers
award. We had the following successes:

o Janet Kelly became the first member of our club to win a coveted COG Award
for service to Super District 6400. This award was earned through her exem-
plary service on Student Exchange and Group Study Exchange.

e Marcela Diaz won the PricewaterhouseCoopers award and it provided for the
membership fees for her to attend the Leadership Windsor-Essex Program.

o Walter Willms, Norm Wheeler, Phil Cohen, Hasu Naik, Don Snyder, Shari

Cunningham, and Alex Kais (Rotaract President) all received recognition with .
an Ontario Volunteer Service Award.
« At the District Conference, 1in additi(. to .
recognized for its applications to the major awards and won the award for the
greatest membership increase. Later in the Rotary year, we also received a .

Presidential Citation for our efforts in support of goals of Rotary International.

Janet Kelly proudly displays her COG award with Rick
Caron and President Romeo
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Club Administration Division

Finance Committee

Chair: Jason llijanic

The transition from fiscal 2008 to fiscal 2009 was one that included both many
challenges and accomplishments. Foremost, | would like to thank the finance com-
mittee members for their dedication, positive contributions and their patience while |
personally transitioned on to the committee. A special thank you to President Ro-
meo for his continued support and hands on involvement as well.

On a broader | evel, the clubds challenges we
respect to fundraising. As everyone knows, the local economic conditions have
added to personal hardships, which in turn impact our net fundraising results. That
being said, the c¢clubds Board along with you,
bers, took to the challenge and showed tremendous effort to re-invent our approach
and maintain vigor across the board for all our revenue generating activities.

Furthermore, the clubds Board and member ship
create new and exciting revenue generating ideas that will further support our
cause.

On a smaller scale, | am pleased to report that we made great strides in meeting
various financial reporting objectives such as establishing an agency agreement .
framework, streamlining and simplifying our financial reporting from both an internal
and external perspective. Additionally, we have taken steps to ensure that our .
costs are kept in line with revenues as we move forward.

In closing, | am confident that the club will continue to rise to the challenge and .
move forward towards meeting our goals in the Rotarian way!

Special Funding & Projects & Planning Committee

Chair: Bill MacArthur

This committee is an ad hoc committee that meets to review opportunities that pre-
sent themselves to the club. In 2008-9 the committee reviewed:

e The Halloween Party and decided to recommend that it become an annual
event

e A proposed Lumberjack fundraiser. Because of the estimated $20,000 cash
outlay, it was decided not to pursue this fundraiser at the present time

e A Night at the Fireworks. A committee was formed and this inaugural event
was launched.

e Ribfest. Many Rotary clubs hold these ribfests and it is thought that a ribfest
would work well in Windsor. However, there was insufficient time to launch
the event for 2009.
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Club Administration Division

Program Committee

Chair: Charlie Clark

Your Committee met four times during the year to consider a number of programs
and speakers; from politicians, Jeff Watson M.P., to academic, Alan Wildemann,
new President of the University of Windsor, to national figures, Senator Michael
Kirby, Chair of the Mental Health Commission of Canada.

Very special meetings were held for Remembrance Day and Cpl. Andrew
Grenon, the annual Salvation Army luncheon, and with Joe Siddal on baseball.

We learned about new technologies with Klaus Dohring and Joe Passa, and city
gardening with Romidés friend Linda Azzopardi
Dinchik on the One Hundred (100) Mile Peninsula and the Airport (Your Quick Get-
away Inc.) with Federica Nazzani.

Thanks to the Committee and the many club members who recommended such a
fine list of speakers and programs.

Remembrance Day program featured guest
speaker Lieutenant-Colonel Morris W. Brause (left)
shown with Honourary member , Sandra Pupatello,

Provincial Minister of Trade and Investment

Pt. Andrew Grenon, the 108th Canadian soldier to
die while serving in Afghanistan, was presented
with a Paul Harris Fellow.

His stepfather, Mike Charbonneau, his father Paul
Grenon, and his mother Theresa Charbonneau,
were presented the award by President Romeo.
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