President Rick Caron’s Inaugural Address

July 5, 2010

Fellow Rotarians and Guests, welcome to the 2010-2011 Rotary Year.  I am proud to be your Club President and Representative for this year.  I am proud because this is such an exceptional club; a club that has had an exceptional impact on this community and in the world.  I want each of you to share in this pride; and I want each of you to share this pride with our community, both our Rotary Community and our local community.  My theme for this year is, “Be Proud!”
Last month, I was your representative at the Rotary International Conference in Montreal.  I heard 2010-2011 RI President Ray Klinginsmith talk about his theme of “Building Communities, Bridging Continents”.  I ask our 2010-2011 Board of Directors to come forward and to accept a theme lapel pin as a symbol of my commitment to them; and as a reminder of their commitment to Rotary and to our Club.  (Members of the Board were introduced, given a pin, and then took an oath of office.)
Fellow Rotarians, the new theme of “Building Communities, Bridging Continents” is perfect for our club.  It is what we have done in the past, it is what we do now, and it is what we will continue to do in the future.   But, President Ray also wants us to make our clubs “Bigger, Bolder and Better!”
Let’s remind ourselves of why we can be proud of how our club builds communities and bridges continents and then let’s think about the steps we can take to become bigger and better; but, and I say this with great pride, it is hard to imagine how we can be any bolder!
I will begin with the 1985 commitment of Rotary to the global eradication of polio.  Our club has been involved in this project mainly through our significant contributions to the Rotary Foundation’s Polio Plus campaign.  I remind you that just last month we surpassed the one million dollar mark in our total contributions to all of the Rotary Foundation Programs.  In the past year our club had a more personal commitment as President Nominee Kay Curtis and Past President Shari Cunningham participated in a National Immunization Day (NID) in India.  Are we making a difference?  Consider the following words (edited and paraphrased for this talk) from Honorary Rotarian Dr. Bruce Aylward of the World Health Organization, delivered at the Montreal conference.
“I have terrific news.  For the first time in history, polio is truly on the run from its last strongholds.  For the first time in history, in India 6 months have passed without a single child in Uttar Pradesh or Bihar being paralyzed by the most dangerous of the two remaining types of polio.  And for the first time in history, in Nigeria there has been a 99% drop in polio cases, collapsing from over 300 paralyzed children at this point in 2009 to just 3 so far this year.  Rotarians - this is the moment you have been waiting for.  This is your chance to secure your place in history.  Polio is on the run.  Your vision of a polio-free world is truly in sight.”
Let me say a bit more about Shari as she makes her way to the platform.  In addition to the NID, she has served as club president, she is the District 6400 representative to the Canadian Rotary Collaboration for International Development, she has served as a Youth Exchange parent, she initiated the Annual Report, and this year she has finished an exceptional 3 year tour of duty as chair of our Art-in-the-Park Committee.  As chair, she surrounded herself with excellent people and she led the complete revitalization of Art-in-the-Park, our most important fund raiser, and a significant community event.  I ask her to accept this Rotary crystal pin as a token of our thanks, and our pride in what she has done for this club and for Rotary.  I also have for her a certificate from The Rotary Foundation (TRF) to recognize her District Service Award for outstanding service in promoting TRF and its goal of world understanding and peace.
Fellow Rotarians, let’s now review our club’s distinguished record in building communities and bridging continents.  Here is a long list of projects in which we have provided vision, initiative, leadership, and / or financing; and, wherever necessary and whenever possible, we did this in partnership with other community organizations, government, our sister Rotary clubs, our Rotary District 6400 and Rotary International.
· In 1918 we purchased a house on Crawford Avenue that become the nucleus of Grace Hospital.
· In 1922 we established an organization that became the Ontario Society for Crippled Children and is today Easter Seals.
· In 1930 we started the Essex Kent Golf tournament for youth.  It is the oldest event of its kind in North America.
· In 1946 we assisted in starting a summer camp for physically challenged kids at Woodeden.
· In 1947 we started the Rotary Club of Windsor Foundation.
· In the 1950s we built pools at Atkinson and Mic Mac parks as well as a hydro therapy pool at the Red Cross Building.
· In 1956 we provided the leadership for the building of Goodwill Industries.
· In 1964 we organized the Greater Windsor Community Foundation.
· In 1976 we financed the building of the Alpha Apartments for disabled adults.
· In 1978 we provided leadership and direction and significant fundraising in the building of the Children’s Rehabilitation Centre, now renamed the John McGivney Children’s Centre.
· We have run Art-in-the-Park since 1978 and we have contributed more than $1,000,000 to the restoration of Willistead Manor.
· We spearheaded a community initiative to build Hart Walkers (an assistive device to permit some children with physical disabilities to be mobile). We donated $85,000.00 for research and we partnered with over 100 local companies and Rotary volunteers.  Over 150 walkers have been provided locally and around the world.
· In 2000 we established the Dr. Clare R. MacLeod Secondary School Volunteer Awards program.

· In 1994 we helped establish the Rotary Home for Children and Youth at Maryvale.

· In 1993 a club member suggested that we build a Children’s Safety Village.  In 2007 we paid the final $36,000 on the mortgage.
· In India we have supported two tribal residential schools, we provided micro-credit to help women buy heifers, we helped build the Rotary Eye Institute for cataract surgeries, we provided clean water, we supported the Tenali Orphanage and School, we spearheaded a nation-wide five year, 4-way test essay project to combat corruption, and we provided assistance to widows, together with the Canadian World Education Foundation (CWEF), so that their children could continue in school.
· In Ghana, we support the Duori Junior Secondary School, we provided clean water sanitizers to rural medical clinics, sewing machines for the Dr. Godfrey S. Bacheyie Handicapped Workshop, repairs and furniture for the Art Leadley Library, and school supplies and tools to the Degri School.
· In Afghanistan we helped build and support a Rotary Cardiac Centre in partnership with the Kabul Rotary Club, Kabul University, World Medical Relief in Detroit, Mt. Sinai in Toronto and the e-Health network project.

· In Kenya we worked on literacy, school improvements and clean water in Nyeri, we provided assistance to widows in partnership with CWEF for the education of their children, and we worked on a “Save the Children with Aids” project.
· We have been involved in many other international projects, e.g., we aassisted with the construction of a mission orphanage latrine in Haiti; and we provided medical equipment and fire engines to Venezuela.  Many other initiatives are on-going with potential projects in, for example,  Brazil.
· Last we contributed our club’s share of the Canadian Rotary Centennial Afghanistan Project.  We have learned from Past Rotary International Vice-President Monty Audenart that by the fall about 4000 young boys and girls will enter a new school in Jalalabad, Afghanistan that they can call their very own. This is thanks to Rotarians across the country, including us, that raised more than  $270,000,  which will be matched by CIDA.  The Matching grant approved by The Rotary Foundation is providing desks, computers and furnishings for the school.
A few years ago now we made a commitment of $1.5 Million to McGivney and Maryvale.  Just last month our club was featured prominently at the Grand Re-opening of the McGivney, and our significant contributions to Maryvale were recognized when we held our weekly meeting at that institution.

In this Rotary Year both Connie Martin (Maryvale) and Elaine Whitmore (McGivney) have agreed to speak at a future meeting to highlight to us the impact of their institutions and, consequently, our contributions, on the lives of children and families in Windsor and Essex.  They will tell us first hand how our club helps build communities.

So, fellow Rotarians, Be Proud!!  But, where do we go from here?
My first message is that membership matters!  In our continuing commitment to “Build Communities and Bridge Continents” and in order to be “Bigger, Bolder and Better” we need to maintain a strong membership base.  My goal is 130 members by the end of March 2011.  Today, we have 116 members and a lot of work to do. 

Fred Sorrel has agreed to work with me and the Membership Committee to investigate new ideas, for example, a “Friends of Rotary” membership class, to help us find and attract members.  At your table you will see a “Be My Guest Card”.  Please take some and pass them to friends, co-workers and neighbours.  This will introduce them to Rotary. 

We will make Rotary more relevant to members of our community with a three part “Automotive Series” of talks.  I have already received commitment from Dr. Peter Frise and Mr. Dennis DesRosier.  Dr. Frise is Scientific Director and Chief Executive Officer of AUTO21, a federal Network of Centres of Excellence, and the Executive Director of Automotive Research and Studies at the University of Windsor.  Mr. DesRosier is the founder of DesRosier Automotive Consultants Inc and is Canada’s leading automotive industry analyst and is one of the foremost theorists in the North American automotive industry.  The planned third speaker will be equally exciting.  In collaboration with Rotary Clubs of Windsor-Roseland and Windsor-St. Clair we hope to bring yet another significant international figure in the automotive world for an extra-ordinary community program in a joint meeting.

PN Kay has agreed to spearhead a club visioning exerciser with the help of Mr. Hardy Wheeler working on behalf of our District.  This will ensure that our club stays attractive to existing and new members.  PE Ron Arkell will ensure that we have a variety of Fellowship Events, for example, Rotary Night at the Bistro on the River, or bowling, so that activities will appeal to all of our members.  I have asked my fellow presidents Paula Talbot (Windsor-Roseland) and Phyllis Charbonneau (Windsor-St. Clair) to consider a joint fellowship event, such as an international dinner.

Fellow Rotarians, money also matters.  For example, we must contribute at least $100 / per member to the Annual Programs Fund of The Rotary Foundation in order to have access to District funds.  We accomplished this last year, congratulations and thank you for your support, but we accomplished this only at the last minute.  Past President Peter Hrastovec will provide us with “Rota-mometer” to help us keep of our donations.  In addition, remember that we must also donate to the Permanent Fund (Every Rotarian Every Year), to the Polio Plus campaign, and to our own foundation.


Finally, fellow Rotarians, memory matters.  In just eight years, our club will reach its 100th anniversary.  For such a significant event, we need to start planning now.  I have started discussions with Dr. Mary Lou Drake about the creation of a quilt that will showcase the over a thousand club banners we have received over the years from all over the world.  I have spoken with archivist Dr. Brian Owens at the University of Windsor about cataloguing and organizing the many documents, such as the Dr. Clare R. MacLeod speeches, that represent the history of our club, and, indeed, the history of our city and region.  We need to start thnking now, and raising money now, so that we will be ready for another bold project in 2018 to celebrate our heritage and our commitment to community.

Can we do all that we want to do?  Let’s adopt the “Together We Can” theme of District Governor Kim Towar.  Because, together we can do this, together we can make this an exceptional year, together we can go our perennial “Excellent Club” level in the District’s Dick Hedke competition; together we will win the Hedke Award and together we will be at the 2011 District Conference in Chicago to accept the award.
Thank you.
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