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"Service Above Self”



NATIONAL ESSAY COMPETITION

YEAR 2005

Topic

‘Adopt Rotary 4-Way Test in your life to eliminate Corruption.’

THE 4-WAY TEST

It asks the following four questions, 24 words, which can make a difference in our lives.

	1. Is it the TRUTH?

	 

	2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?

	 

	3. Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

	 

	4. Will it be BENEFICAL to all concerned?


Its application is in the world of human relationship. Interestingly enough, no matter how technologically astute we become, nothing can really be accomplished in this world except through people – others and ourselves working, playing, communicating and trusting each other. The 4-Way Test is translated into the language of more than a hundred countries. It sits on the desks of more than one million business and professional leaders around the world to guide them. 

ABOUT ROTARY

Rotary is a worldwide organization of business and professional leaders that provides humanitarian service, encourages high ethical standards in all vocations, and helps goodwill and peace in the world. 

Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians belong to more than 31, 000 Rotary Clubs located in 166 countries. 

India has 28 Rotary Districts. The total number of Rotary Clubs in these Districts is 2332. There are about 85, 000 Rotarians in India.
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ABOUT THE ESSAY
· This is meant to encourage young students in India to  think and write about corruption, the Rotary 4-Way Test and elimination  of corruption by practicing this test.

· The objective is to instill moral and ethical values in future generations so that they will equate an act of corruption with an evil and an immoral act..

PURPOSE OF CONTEST

1. A new generation with higher moral and ethical values will emerge that will not indulge in unfair, untruthful and unfriendly ways.
2. While wisdom may reside with those of advanced years, more often than not innovative ideas are found among the young. We anticipate that the essays generated by this competition will offer a wide range of suggestions that might be turned into public policy initiatives, not only in India, but in other countries as well.

3. Rotary’s message will spread for the betterment of our world.

AWARDS ADMINISTRATOR

MS Sarla Chandna

41-4th Cross RMV Extension Stage II  Block I

Bangalore 560 094
E-Mail address: shali@chandna.com
ELIGIBLE CONTESTANTS

· Indian students of classes IX, X, X+1 and X+2 studying in India are eligible for this contest.                         

RULES

· Language: Essay should be submitted to Rotary Club in English.

· Contents: Explains the contestant’s understanding of corruption, the 4-way Test and how his/her knowledge, experiences and/or social events around will benefit from the adoption of 4-Way Test.

· Length: 600-1000 words.

· One entry per student.

LEVELS & NATURE OF AWARDS
These awards will be at school level, Rotary Club Level, Rotary District Level and at National Level.

School Level

· Essay may be in any language permitted by school.

· There will be up to three cash awards and many other Honorable Mentions.

· Each award will comprise of cash Award of Rs 100.

· All participants will receive a certificate of  recognition.

· A school will send 3 copies of the essay in English and photograph for its top winner to the Rotary Club in its area.

Rotary Club Level

· There will be up to three cash Awards and many other Honorable Mentions.

· Each Award will comprise of cash award of Rs. 200.

· A Rotary Club will send copies of  the essay and photograph for its top winner to its Rotary District.

Rotary District Level

· There will be up to five awards.

· Each Award will comprise of cash Award of Rs. 1,000/- and a silver medal.

· A Rotary District will send copies of the essay of its 5 winners to the Awards Administrator. It will also send photograph of each winner.

National Level

· Only winners at District Level are eligible for this National Level Award Competition.

· There will be up to fourteen Awards.

· Each award will  be comprised of cash Award of Rs. 4000/- and an artistically designed silver medal.

PROCEDURE

A Rotary Club will make needed hard copies of this document and Consent Forms for schools in its area from the website
www.chandna.com/nationalawards 

(This website is not yet ready.)School provides each participant a Student Consent Form and a copy of this document.

TIME SCHEDULE

A. August - Rotary Club contacts schools and requests their participation in contest.
B. November/December- School Level: School contest deadline is November 10, 2005. Winners will be announced before December 5, 2005. Awards can include First through Third Place and many other Honorable Mentions.
C. December/January- Rotary Club Level - A School in Rotary Club area will submit copies of the essay and photograph of its top winner to the Club by December 15, 2005. Winners will be announced before January 9, 2006. Awards can include First through Third Place and many Honorable Mentions.
D. January/February-Rotary District Level: A Rotary Club will submit copies of the essay and photograph of its top winner to its Rotary District. Deadline for submitting is January 19, 2006. Winners will be announced  before February 13, 2006. Awards can include First through Fifth Place.
E. February/March-National Level: A Rotary District will submit copies of essays and photographs of its five winners to:
Ms. Sarla Chandna

41-4th Cross RMV Extension Stage II Block 1

Bangalore 560 094
Deadline for submitting is February 23, 2006. Winners will be announced before March 31, 2006. Awards can include First through Fourteenth Place.

JUDGING CRITERIA

Contents (65%)

1) Shows practical application of 4-Way Test to finally eliminate corruption (1-25 points).

2) Uses examples from life around (1-20 points).
3) Has human interest appeal (1-20 points).
Language (10%)

a) Spelling (1-2 points)

b) Punctuation (1-2 points)

c) Grammar (1-2 points)

d) Choice of words, clarity and expressiveness (1-4 points)

Organization (25%)

a) Introduction (Captures reader’s attention and establishes major theme of essay.) (1-5 points)

b) Development- Ideas presented, supported and explained in clear logical order with smooth transitions (1-12 points)

c) Conclusion – Emphasizes major theme in essay leaving reader with a clear, concise message or point of application against corruption (1-8 points)

SELECTION PROCESS

The judging criteria will be used for the selection process at each level.

School Level

Each school will be responsible for the selection of winners.

Rotary Club Level

Each Rotary Club will be responsible for the selection of District Award winners.

District Level Each Rotary District will be responsible for the selection of District Award winners.

National Level

A Rotary Selection Committee will select up to fourteen national Award winners. Decision of this Committee will be final.

AWARDS AND PRIZES

Local Rotary Club and District will pay for Awards for the first two levels of awards.

Certificates: Each certificate will be signed by the Principal of School, the President of Rotary Club and the Rotary District Governor.

Medals

A model will have the Rotary motto ‘Service Above Self’ on one side. “ Satyameva Jayate’ , also inscribed on the entrance of Indian Parliament, will be on the second side of this medal.


Cash Awards

Rotary District 6400 will send money for Cash Awards for both District and National Levels of Awards to the Administrator before March.

DISBURSEMENT OF AWARDS

· Awards Administrator will send cheques for cash Awards in the name of winners and silver medals for them to their respective Rotary Districts.
· The Awards Administrator will inform the President of the Rotary Club of Windsor (1918) and the Governor District 6400 of the result of this competition.
· Rotary will have some winning essays published in some popular magazine and newspaper etc.

· A book containing all essays and pictures of winners at District and national Levels will be published in India. Rotary will then implement worldwide distribution of this book.

· All Awards for Schools covered by a Rotary Club will be given by the Club President or Secretary at one of their weekly Rotary meetings in April. Winners and Principals will be invited to attend this function.

BRIEF HISTORY OF 4-WAY TEST
In 1932 Herbert J. Taylor, author of the 4-Way Test, became the President of Club Aluminum Products Company in Chicago, Illinois. This Company was $ 400, 000 (many millions in value today) in debt. Mr. Taylor believed that ethical conduct played an important role in relationships. All 250 employees of his company were asked to adopt this test in their lives and use it as official policy of business conduct. Five years later the company paid off its debt and distributed over a million dollars to stockholders. This test helped them win friends and build goodwill with business associates, suppliers and customers. It helped each individual become a better person and better citizen. Rotary International adopted it in late 1940’s







